
What
  hotspot...?

For the treatment of acute surface pyoderma in the 
dog such as acute moist dermatitis (hot spots)  
and intertrigo (skin fold dermatitis)

To prevent pyoderma recurring then some simple steps  
need to be followed:
•  Ensure clean/dry bedding
•  Shampoo your dog regularly with a veterinary  

recommended shampoo
•  Regular brushing
•  Use veterinary recommended antiseptics if needed
•  Investigate and treat the underlying disease

How to apply Betafuse:
1.  Once daily wash the affected area, (your vet may have clipped or 

trimmed the hair from the affected area) with antiseptic solution.  
Dry thoroughly afterwards.

2.  Apply Betafuse twice daily in a thin layer (about 0.5 cm length of gel) 
to the affected area using protective gloves.

3.  Try to prevent the dog from licking the area after by
 a. Taking the dog for a walk
 b. Playing with the patient
 c. Feeding
Speak to your vet about an "Elizabethan" collar only if licking persists.
4.  Wash your hands after application.
Continue treatment for a minimum of five days or as recommended 
by your vet. If there is no visible improvement within three days, speak 
to your veterinary surgeon. Ideally, ask your vet to check your pets’ 
progress after the treatment period.
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The Facts
•  Pyoderma is an infection of the skin.

•  Pyoderma can occur in varying layers of the skin such as  
surface, superficial or deep pyoderma.

•  Many dogs in the UK suffer with episodes of surface  
pyoderma - including acute moist dermatitis (hotspots)  
and skin fold dermatitis (intertrigo).

Why did my dog get surface pyoderma?

Surface pyoderma can occur in two forms: skin fold dermatitis 
(intertrigo) and acute moist dermatitis (hot spots).

Superficial pyoderma is usually a secondary condition, due  
to a primary cause. This can include allergic skin disease, 
ectoparasites (e.g. fleas), skin trauma (scratches), or other 
diseases. Your vet will need to identify the initial cause in  
order to treat successfully long term.

Poor grooming can be a factor and your vet nurse can  
instruct you on the best methods for grooming your pet.

Why has my dog been prescribed 
Betafuse?
Betafuse is indicated to treat small areas of acute surface pyoderma.

With increasing concern about antimicrobial resistance it is  
advisable to use topical treatment where possible. Topical antibiotic 
preparations act at a high concentration where it is needed rather  
than exposing the whole body to the drug. Betafuse is a topical 
preparation that targets the source of the problem directly,  
by reducing inflammation, infection and itching.

Breeds of dogs susceptible to  
skin fold pyoderma:
•  Spaniels with lip folds

•  Pekingese, pugs, and bulldogs 
with facial fold pyoderma due to 
wrinkles on face

•  Shar Pei and other breeds  
with loose skin folds

Breeds of dogs that are commonly  
affected by acute moist dermatitis:
•  Golden Retrievers

•  Newfoundlands

•  German Shepherds

•  Bernese Mountain Dogs

Skin fold dermatitis (intertrigo) is where folds of skin cause a 
warm, moist environment, this is a perfect environment for 
microbial infection. This can affect certain breeds due to their 
confirmation, females that have had multiple pups causing 
skin folds on the abdomen and dog suffering from obesity.

Acute moist dermatitis (a hot spot) is usually created by the 
licking or chewing activity of the dog. Triggers that incite the 
dog to lick or chew are usually itchy, for example ear disease, 
full anal sacs, parasites (e.g. fleas) or an allergic reaction. 
Lesions may not truly be infected as the bacteria are only 
found on the surface of the skin but deep versions also occur. 
Typically, dogs will transfer bacteria, usually Staphylococcus 
pseudintermedius, from the mouth or nose to the site.


